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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ).
ii -Ni2-O2 180
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz; (ii) Àx; Ày; Àz.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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A r t i c l e r e t r a c t e d supplementary materials

A r t i c l e r e t r a c t e d
In the asymmetric unit of the title compound, there are two independent complex (Fig. 1) . Each Ni II ion lies on an inversion center and is coordinated by four O atoms from two deprotonated 3-ethoxysalicylaldehyde ligands. The coordinate bond values (Table 1) in each molecule are comparable to each other between the two independent complex molecules.
The structure is similar to other nickel(II) complexes derived from the derivatives of salicylaldehyde Mounts & Fernando, 1974) .
Experimental
All chemicals were of AR grade. 3-Ethoxysalicylaldehyde (33.2 mg, 0.2 mmol) and nickel(II) nitrate hexahydrate (29.0 mg, 0.1 mmol) were refluxed for 30 min in 10 ml methanol solution. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and filtered.
Keeping the filtrate in air for a week, yielded red block crystals suitable for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (methyl C). Although no significant density was located in the solvent accessible VOIDS of 47.00 Å 3 , these might be able to accommodate disordered water molecules.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structures of the two centrosymmetric independent molecules, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. The unlabeled atoms are related by the symmetry operators (-x, -y+1, -z) and (-x, -y, -z) for the molecules containing Ni1 and Ni2 respectively. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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